The subject and style of The Broken Ground purport to be plain, and two of the best poems, "The Apple Tree" and "May Song," show the influence of Williams. But the book is often curiously labored and even ornate, and the style comports oddly with the simplicity of the subjects. Consider these lines: Perhaps the description ought to have its place in a story or a novel, but the writing is genuine and, in contrast to the first book, unpretentious. He has the low-keyed tone of ordinary life, the studied leisure of prose. The chief trouble with the book is its prolixity: he uses too many words, often diminishing his ef fects. Even the passage just quoted is marred by the redundancy and flatness of "He has lived a long time. " plainly aware of the dangers of this situation. "Window Poems," a sequence of 27 poems, interesting in themselves, but too close to a journal, too crowded with necessary but flat or prosaic details, states his persistent themes. In need of edit ing, the sequence still contains some splendid passages. From the window of his study, beautifully photographed on the dust wrapper of Openings, the poet watches the animals and trees of his farm, always feeling in his bones the "strong god," the river, that moves through all of his books. Like Frost, say, in "The Last Mowing," Berry seems fascinated by chaos, but he is also ashamed at the thought that "the earth might be better without men": there will be the second coming of the trees. They will come straggling over the fences slowly, but soon enough. The highways will sound with the feet of the wild herds, returning. Beaver will ascend the streams as the trees close over them.
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